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Encounter with life: Using the life course concept to construct learning
experiences and learning effects within gerontology study programs

Cheng, H.-C.
Department of Healthcare Administration, I-Shou University

Abstract

This study will use the sociological “encounter” concept and life course theory to reconstruct the
learning process and learning effect of students studying gerontology. Knowledge in learning is
value-neutral, but in addition to the professional training within gerontology courses humanistic concepts
are very important. These perceptions of humanity are the main stimulus of future participation of
students in long-term care-related work. Therefore, the study will focus on understanding the learners’
previous experience of life, and its impact on their perception of humanity. These experiences form the

basis of the learners’ motivation, thereby affecting their learning process and results.

This study attempts to examine the former attitudes of students to understand their background and
life experience. Than we want to analyze their learning process and effectiveness. By providing exchange
situations of students and elderly we use this “encounter” of life courses to construct the students’
learning process. The method contains curriculum design plus experimental and interactive modes for
students to acquire empirical knowledge via contact and empathy. Concerning the research methods
students will create personal autobiographical reports and carry out interviews with elderly people. We
will collect the data of the information, the interviews and the observation of the students. In the 3" year
of the course they will develop a care project or a product according to the needs of the elderly. The
associated experience and learning process of the students will be analyzed thoroughly.

Keywords: life course, encounter, gerontology study program
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